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from accomplishing because the minor-
ity will not let us. 

First of all, that is not the case be-
cause, with respect to oversight hear-
ings—which was the subject I raised 
and my colleague from Illinois raised 
this morning, oversight hearings—no-
body is obstructing anybody from hold-
ing oversight hearings. That is the re-
sponsibility of the committees and the 
chairmen of the committees, to hold 
oversight hearings. 

I have held some in the Democratic 
Policy Committee because the regular 
committees won’t hold them, but let 
me describe a few of the things I have 
found in the hearings I have held— 
some big, some small, all of them, in 
my judgment, cheating American tax-
payers: Contractors in Iraq paying $45 
for a case of Coca-Cola; contractors in 
Iraq paying $7,500 for a 1-month lease 
on an SUV; contractors in Iraq who are 
buying towels for the troops, and in-
stead of buying the hand towels for our 
troops to use that would cost a rel-
atively small amount of money, they 
triple the amount that the taxpayers 
pay for these hand towels for our sol-
diers because they want the company 
name on them, Kellogg Brown and 
Root, embroidered on the towels. So 
they triple the cost of the towels. 

Henry Bunting came and testified 
about that. He said he was the pur-
chaser. They said: Purchase the towels 
with the embroidered name of our com-
pany on it. He said it costs more. They 
said: Don’t bother about that; it 
doesn’t matter. It is a cost-plus con-
tract. The taxpayer pays for it. 

The list of abuses is endless. At any 
point along the way did anybody say 
we ought to look into this, issue sub-
poenas? No, no; dead silence. 

Twenty-five tons, 50,000 pounds, of 
nails are laying in the sands of Iraq be-
cause the contractor ordered the wrong 
size. What did they do? Dumped them 
out. It doesn’t matter, the taxpayers 
are paying for all of that. 

There were $85,000 new trucks left to 
be torched, put on fire on the side of 
the road because they had a flat tire 
and they did not have a tool to fix 
them. The contractor says: That is not 
a problem. The taxpayers will pay for 
that. 

Serving food to the soldiers? The con-
tractor that gets the contract to pro-
vide food for the soldiers is providing 
food that has out-of-date stamps on the 
food. It doesn’t matter. Serve it to the 
soldiers anyway. 

Yesterday, a woman came forward 
who worked in Iraq, as I mentioned 
earlier today, Mrs. McBride. She said 
they were charging the Government 
five times the amount of money, five 
times the billings of the number of sol-
diers who were using the recreational 
facilities. They were double counting 
and triple counting and, in some cases, 
submitting forms with five times the 
number of people. Why? To inflate the 
cost, to extract money from the Amer-
ican taxpayer. 

All of this is going on and nobody 
seems to care. Oversight hearings? You 

show me where the oversight hearings 
have been held. Show me. They have 
not been held because nobody wants to 
embarrass anybody around here. We 
have one-party rule—in the White 
House, House, Senate. Nobody wants to 
embarrass anybody. 

You have sole-source, no-bid con-
tracts given at the Pentagon. The top 
civilian official, the top person in the 
Pentagon who rose to the top civilian 
level in the Pentagon as a contracting 
officer, who everyone said is one of the 
finest contracting officers in the Pen-
tagon, do you know what she said? She 
said: The awarding of these sole-source, 
no-bid contracts to Halliburton is the 
most substantial abuse that I have 
seen in my service in the public arena. 

What happened to her? Nobody cares. 
Under the reconstruction program, I 

am told, we, the American taxpayers, 
spent $18 billion for reconstruction for 
Iraq. We ordered an air conditioner for 
a room in Iraq, and then it went to a 
contractor, a subcontractor, another 
subcontractor, and pretty soon the 
American taxpayer paid for air condi-
tioners and that room now has a ceil-
ing fan—yes, a ceiling fan. It is just un-
believable what is going on. Again, no-
body seems to care. 

I mentioned before that in the 1940s, 
Harry Truman was a Senator in this 
Chamber, and he put together the Tru-
man Committee. It was bipartisan. 
They went after waste, fraud, and 
abuse. They wouldn’t tolerate it. I am 
sure Franklin Delano Roosevelt was fu-
rious that a Congress was nipping at 
his heels, a Congress of his own party 
nipping at his heels on these issues. It 
didn’t matter. Harry Truman, Repub-
licans and Democrats together, went 
after it. 

I proposed three or four times in the 
Senate to have votes to establish a se-
lect committee to do just that, but, 
sorry, no dice. Nobody wants anything 
to do with this issue. 

I will come to the floor and give a 
list of what we have discovered in 10 
hearings and see if anybody stands up 
to say: Yes, that makes sense; we sup-
port all that. None of this makes sense. 
It cries out, it begs for leadership. This 
undermines American soldiers and it 
cheats American taxpayers and it is 
unbelievable what is going on and no-
body seems to care very much. So when 
I have the opportunity to hear someone 
say: We haven’t held oversight hear-
ings because we have been obstructed— 
nonsense. Or: We have held oversight 
hearings—nonsense again. Neither ex-
cuse washes. Nobody is minding the 
store. Nobody is watching the till. 

The fact is, American taxpayers are 
taking a bath—and it is not just the 
taxpayers. It is water connected to the 
Euphrates River taking water to the 
military installations in Iraq. And, yes, 
the top American in the company, Hal-
liburton, who is responsible for moving 
nonpotable water to the soldiers in the 
military installations in Iraq, is the 
American who wrote the report. I have 
seen the report. What he said was the 

nonpotable water that is provided to 
the soldiers for the purpose of show-
ering and brushing their teeth and 
washing their hands and doing the 
kinds of things they do was more con-
taminated than raw water coming from 
the Euphrates River. And their inter-
nal report says: This was a near miss. 
This was a near miss. It could have 
caused death or mass sickness. 

This event, which was a near miss, 
could have caused death or massive ill-
ness, it has been denied that it even 
happened by the company. The Pen-
tagon doesn’t seem to be very inter-
ested. The company denies it happened, 
despite the fact that we have it in writ-
ing from the person who was in charge 
and who still works for the company. It 
is unbelievable. 

I didn’t come to talk about that, but 
when I hear people say there has been 
aggressive oversight, or any oversight 
in this Congress—it is a sham. It is not 
the case. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

UNITED STATES-OMAN FREE 
TRADE AGREEMENT IMPLEMEN-
TATION ACT 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
H.R. 5684, which the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 5684) to implement the United 
States-Oman free trade agreement. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be 30 minutes divided as follows: 
Mr. DORGAN, 10 minutes; Mr. CONRAD, 
10 minutes; the chairman and ranking 
member of the Finance Committee, 10 
minutes, equally divided. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I be-
lieve I had reserved 1 hour of which I 
had used 30 minutes previously. The 
vote is at noon, so I intend to speak for 
the other 30 minutes, if that is appro-
priate? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? Without objec-
tion, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, let me 
talk about the Oman Free Trade Agree-
ment. There are nine additional free- 
trade agreements being negotiated 
right now, nine of them. This past 
week there was an announcement that 
the monthly trade deficit is now $68 
billion a month; a $68 billion monthly 
trade deficit. If ever there was a defini-
tion of failure, this is it. 

So here is what we have: We have the 
good old boys negotiating trade agree-
ments—Republicans and Democrats. 
They happen to be Republicans now be-
cause they are in power, but it has 
gone on for some long while. Here is 
what you see: Trade deficits, which are 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 23:55 Sep 19, 2006 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G19SE6.015 S19SEPT1C
C

O
LE

M
A

N
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
71

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-19T08:49:47-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




